
Total: 143,439
From China: 2
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LEGAL IMMIGRATION THROUGH HISTORY
The rate of legal immigration has been affected by such factors as political policy, the economy and world affairs.
Here’s a look at the number of legal immigrants each year since 1821, and at the immigrants’ region of origin.

THE GROWTH OF AMERICAN INDUSTRY
The industrial revolution that continued into the 19th century fueled a new need for

labor in the United States while agrarian workers in Europe were looking for employment.

1837: Economic
depression

1824: Law
facilitates
naturalization
of minors
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RECONSTRUCTION THE ERA OF BIG BUSINESS AND PROGRESSIVISM
Large monopolies offered industrial jobs, but at low wages. Immigrants

took the jobs and poor conditions, angering reformers and unions.

WWI ROARING TWENTIES GREAT DEPRESSION
Nativism increases, with
strict immigration laws.

More people left
than immigrated.

WWII THE COLD WAR ERA
The end of quotas based on national origin, immigration from Mexico  and an increase of

refugees from Southeast Asia meant that Europe no longer was the home of most U.S. immigrants.

POST-COLD WAR

1846: Irish
Potato Famine
begins

1848: Failed
revolution in
Germany

1849: California gold rush draws
Chinese immigrants; “Know-
Nothing” nativist party forms

1869: Transcontinental
railroad uses Chinese,

Irish labor

1873: Economic
depression

1882: Law bans
Chinese laborers

from  immigrating
for 10 years

1893: Economic
depression

1887: Law
restricts

property
rights of

immigrants

1917: Immigrants
must pass
literacy test

1904: Chinese
permanently

excluded from
naturalization

1906: English
required for

naturalization

1924: Permanent quotas set;
law bars Japanese
immigration

1921: Emergency
act sets quotas
on immigrants’
nationality

1940: Law
requires
registration
of aliens

1943: Chinese eligible
for naturalization

1949: Law
allows
immigration
of seasonal
farm
workers

1952: Race and
gender are no
longer quotas

1965: Immigration
no longer based on
nationality quota

1964-73:
Vietnam War

1980: Refugees
may immigrate

1986: Illegal
immigrants since
1982 granted
amnesty, allowed to
become legal

1996: Laws
restrict benefits

available to
immigrants
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Immigration records did not include African slaves. Early immigration records also did not include arrivals at Pacific ports or arrivals at land borders. From 1820-1867, the government recorded only arrivals at seaports. From 1868-1892 and 1895-1897, all immigrant arrivals were recorded. From 1892-1894 and 1898-2003, only immigrants admitted for permanent residence were recorded. From 1892-1903, immigrants arriving in cabin class were not recorded as immigrants. Immigrants entering by land were not fully recorded until 1908.


