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Zachary Massey
Expertise areas
 • Science Communication
 • Public health communication
 • Communication regulatory science
 • Persuasion and social influence
 • Health communication      

Possible collaboration disciplines
 • Communication
 • Public health
 • Psychology
 • Addiction science

Zachary Massey’s research investigates how strategic science 
communication can improve public health and wellness. This research 
focuses on three areas: 1) Developing and testing warning messages to 
promote health behaviors and warn about health risks. 2) Researching 
social influences to understand how social context impacts individual 
behavior. 3) Conducting media intervention research designed to improve 
decision-making. 

Dr. Massey is a team scientist with experience working on multi-disciplinary 
research projects. He earned a Ph.D. in 2019 from the University of 
Oklahoma, where he studied health communication and persuasion. 

In 2021, Dr. Massey completed a post-doctoral fellowship at the Georgia 
State University School of Public Health. As a postdoc, he worked on 
projects funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse and collaborated 
on projects funded by the National Institutes of Health and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation. Dr. Massey joined the Missouri School of 
Journalism in 2021 as an Assistant Professor in Strategic Communication. 

Dr. Massey uses qualitative and quantitative methods. He has published 
in high-impact journals in areas related to his research program, including 
public policy (e.g., International Journal of Drug Policy), research methods 
(e.g., Communication Methods and Measures), and theory development 
(e.g., Journal of Media Psychology). He directs the Science Communication 
and Health Lab at the University of Missouri. 

Dr. Massey is the principal investigator on a K01 award from the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse.
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