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P R O G R A M PROCESSIONAL

Columbia Community Band

OPENING REMARKS
Lynda Kraxberger, associate dean for Undergraduate Studies

PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM AND ALMA MATER
Columbia Community Band

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Janae Taylor, senior, Journalism

THOUGHTS OF THE CLASS OF 2023
Eli Hoff, senior, Journalism

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Nikhil Deogun, MA ’93

KAPPA TAU ALPHA INITIATES
Yong Volz, associate professor and chair

GLOBAL PROGRAMS RECOGNITION
Fritz Cropp, associate dean

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Ron Kelley, associate professor
Amy Simons, professor

GRADUATE STUDIES
Earnest Perry, associate dean

JOURNALISM PROFESSIONS
Mark Horvit, professor and chair

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
Jon Stemmle, professor and chair

REMARKS
David Kurpius, dean, Missouri School of Journalism

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
Robin Wenneker, Board of Curators, University of Missouri

RECESSIONAL

When today’s program draws to
a close, we ask that you remain
in your seats until the platform
party exits.



NIKHIL DEOGUN
MA '93

ELI HOFF

JANAE TAYLOR

ALUMNA SPEAKER

As CEO of the Americas for Brunswick Group, Nikhil Deogun advises
clients on business critical communications issues including mergers and
acquisitions, shareholder activism, IPOs, crisis and litigation, and corporate
reputation matters.

Nik was editor in chief and senior Vice President of CNBC for nearly

9 years where he held several senior management and leadership roles.
He managed the network’s news content, coverage and production, was
responsible for all the editorial content for daily live news programming
and helped build and lead CNBC’s events and conference business.

Prior to this, Nik was a well-respected M&A reporter, then became editor
of the Media & Marketing group and later the editor of the money and
investing section before becoming Deputy Managing Editor of The Wall
Street Journal overseeing all financial and international coverage for the
paper and overseeing the Journal’s network of international bureaus and
correspondents.

He also served as deputy bureau chief in Washington, D.C. for three years
where he oversaw regulatory and investigative coverage for the paper.

Nik serves on the American Board of Trustees for the Arthur F. Burns
Fellowship, the Board of Trustees of Muskingum University, the Board
of Advisors of the Knight-Bagehot Fellowship in Economics and Business
Journalism, and the Board of Directors of the US India Strategic
Partnership Forum.

STUDENT SPEAKER

Eli Hoft is graduating with a Bachelor of Journalism degree with a focus on
print and digital reporting and a minor in psychology and a multicultural
studies certificate. As an undergraduate student, he was a Walter Williams
Scholar and Discovery Fellow.

Eli reported on higher education and sports for the Columbia Missourian
before becoming an assistant city editor at the newspaper. Previously,

he was the managing editor of The Maneater, MU’ student newspaper.
He has interned for the Jefferson City News Tribune and Midwest Center
for Investigative Reporting. Last summer, he reported from Capitol Hill
as a Washington correspondent for the Missourian and the Missouri News
Network.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Janae Taylor is graduating with a Bachelor of Journalism degree with

a focus on social and audience strategy with a business minor. She worked
at the Center of Academic Success & Excellence, Mizzou Res Life, and
Mizzou Athletics while being a full-time student.

In August of 2022, she was hired as a marketing student assistant with
Mizzou Athletics, leading the sports of football, volleyball, women’s
basketball, and baseball. Taylor is originally from St. Louis but plans
to continue her career in sports marketing throughout the nation.



MAY 2023 DEGREE CANDIDATES

"Kappa Tau Alpha Initiate
2Summa Cum Laude
SMagna Cum Laude
4Cum Laude

> Walter Williams Scholar

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Yuanyi Chen

Shane Eppingd'
Tiffany Shenell Jones
LaRissa Lou Lawrie
Lisa Lenoir!

Cory Wes MacNeil
Chad Stuart Owsley!
Claire Marie Rounkles
Indah Setiawati
Diamond Denise Stacker
Ting-Hao Tsou

MASTER OF ARTS
Jaclyn Allen’

Beatrice Bankauskaite
Patrick Cunningham
Srijita Datta

Zuleide de Carvalho
Kelly Dereuck

Diane Duenez
Brandon Eigenman
Adam Goldstein
Irynka Hromotska Kohut
Morgan Jackson'
Daphney Jean-Baptiste
Christopher Kirschner
Brittany Kummerer
Conor Langs

Evan Lasseter
Zachary Linhares
Tess Losacker
Katelynn Mcllwain
Janae McKenzie
Colman Mitchell
Kelsey Rightnowar
Claudia Rivera

Tristen Rouse

Jana Schleis!

Kaylee Schreiner
Alexis Scott

Teghan Simonton
Inwook Sond'

Mercial Stewart
Veronica Townsend
Katherine Trabalka
Elizabeth Underwood
Han Vu

Madelyn Winfield
Valeryia Zakharyk

BACHELOR OF JOURNALISM
Adam Ray Allsbury
Euphenie Patricia-Sony Andre
Brandon Scott Antony
Gabriela G Aros®

Katherine Joanna Athey?®
Shea Baechle

Justin Todd Baer

Karly Ann Balslew?®

Jude Cole Banker?*?°
Hannah Reign Barczykowski
Justice N Bathas

Corinne Elizabeth Baum
Bailey Elizabeth Becker3
Ethan Robert Becker*
John Michael Belfonte
Maya Elizabeth Bell*®
Jesse Samrach Berlin®
Christopher Nolan Blake"?°
Lauren Rebekah Blue'?
Maelisha Nahlee Boclair
Sydney Ann Boeger?

Joel M Boenitz®

Katelyn R Boles

Dominic Morrell Bolt*

Maia Elizabeth Bond??®
Zachary Kyler Bott*
Kathryn Rose Bowermaster
Emma Kate Boyle®
Camden Tyler Brazile
Nathan Michael Brenner®
Cara D Brown??®

Nathaniel Harrison Brown
Mae Bruce' 2>

Alex Levine Bryant |13
Ashley Mackenzie Butler
Lucy Ina Daisy Caile®
Shaun T Carier*

Anthony John Cassapo®
Amethyst Mavis Chan?

Lin Choi

Archer K Cole

Emma Maria Cronin?®
Josephine Frances Crouch??®
Hope Anne Davis®

Felina Joy Deck?®

Madeline Eve Densmore*
Reagan Lea Di Trolio3
Audrey Grace Dickherber
Sophia Amara Donis?

Julia Brynn Eastham
Angelina Rose Edwards? >
Justin Ebiyemi Efebera
Caroline Jeanne Elik*
Joshua David Ellenburg
Joseph Maximus Ellett

Karsen M Ericksen Idelman
Alex Espinda

Allison Haley Feinberg
Rylee Anne Fels

Isabella Rose Ferrentino
Jessica Kay Fitzgerald?
Alyssa Noelle Frank
George Whit Frey*

ZiYi Fu?®

Mizuki Fujieda

Erik Galicia?

Aspen Elizabeth Gengenbachert
Alana Brooke Gertz®
Amanda Evelyn Gilchrist®®
Morgan Hadley Goertz
Jebidiah Hunter Goldman*
Benjamin Michael Greenberger3
Michelle M Gutierrez®
Nicole Noel Gutierrez®
Campbell Mae Hamai?
MaKayla LeeAnn Hart3
Payton Joseph Havermann
Briana V Heaney

Hudson Michael Heidger
Kyle Andrew Helms?

Rachel Christina Henderson' 25
Madeline P Herbert?
Kiersten Marie Hess#*
Matthew Michael Hill®
Lauren E Hines?

Darby Rae Hodge

Elias William Lundeen Hoff*>
Jamie Lynn Holcomb?3 >
Lauren Michelle Hubbard?
Halle Virginia Jackson3®®
Grace Ann Jacobs

Melissa A Jacques

Jayden Philip Khemchand Jagtiani
Taten Bradley Janes#*

Brynn Marie Jankowski4
Hannah Jiang

Jacey Wrenn Johnson?®
Olivia Gale Johnson?

Peter Denby Kamp?

Reyna Symone Katko?®
Hailey Joanne Keenan
Chloe Ann Keith?®

Casey Daniel Kilburg
Joseph Daniel Henry Kinard
James John Knowlton?®
Samir Waheed Knox*
Samuel Eli Koeppel'?

Julie Elaine Koharik®®
Chloe Elyse Konrad" 5
Katelyn Ann Kriz3

Austin M Krohn



Kristin Nicole Kuchno'?
Alexander Grant LandowskKi
Zaki Lemon Lawrence?
Anna Tierney Leggat
Margaret Eileen Lenox*
Claudia Levens

Robert Michael Liapis®
Emma Ann Lingo

Tanner Dylan Ludwig?
Sydney Anne Lukasezck
Connor Sullivan Lyford
BinKai Ma' 2

Adrian Elizabeth Maddox
Edwin Salvatore Maiorca
Nathaniel Douglas Marcus
Alysia Gutierrez Marquez
Eleanor Adams Marshall
James Howard Marshall V3
Nia Jasmine Martin*

Erin Danielle Martise3

Avery Everett Maslowsky" 25
Chase Richard Matteson?
Joy Angelica Mazur®?
Matthew Lawrence McCabe
Ella Carmel Mccarthy*
Mackenzie Caitlin McCarty
Haley Marie McCormick?*
Christian Alexander McDonald#
Kennedy FeleCia Rose McGilvery
Connor Davis McGovern?
Price John McGrath*
Madison Ann McMillen?®
Marta Mieze'"? >

Cela Qian Chun Migan'?>°
Joseph T Miller#

Sydni Layne Miller#

Cora Isabel Mitchell

Alan Morgensztern*

Maya Mesha Morris? >

Sara N Moyers?®

Brooke Catherine Muckerman
Alyssa Sue Mueller*

Megan Anne Mueller*
Destiny Eve Muller?

Elise Victoria Mulligan®>
Grace Ann Bautista Natanawan
Alexander B Naughton
Marjai Imanirose Neal

Ava Rosalie Neels

Grace Ellen Noble

Jensen Paris Nocera

Owen Louis Noland*
Nicholas Michael Noll?
Amilee Josephine Nuzzo
Stephana Ocneanu?
Melanie Alexandra Oliva

Lucas A Owens#*®

Payton Rose Palazzolo
Shane Michael Palma?®
Justin David Parmer

Heeral Patel®

Sarah Marie Petrowich' 2>
Blake Stephen-Caldwell Phillips
James Phillips

Sydney A Poppe?°®
Namratha Prasad

Rhema Richlyn Denise Prim"?
Elizabeth Lee Pruitt

Katie Anne Quinn"?

Lacey Jo Reeves?

Jasmyne Alexandra Ricard?
Petra Idalis Rivera

Stefanie Roche?

Michael Michelle Sapp
Sydney Arin Scalia*
Annasofia Cappellari Scheve? >
Mikaela Elise Schlueter*
Jonathan Schmidt

Taylor Mackenzie Schmitt?°
Maria Taflampas Schneider?
Cole Sidney Schnell®®
Rachael Reed Schulman?
Keara Shannon?

Maxwell Ethan Shapiro*
Eleanor Maeve Sheahan?®
Paige Nicole Shelley?®

Chad Barry Silvey

Olivia Paige Sklenka
Joseph William Smith
Stephi Marie Smith

Sydnee M Smith

Jack Matthew Soble*
Audrey Nicole Stanard®
Baxter Isaiah Stein?®

Abigail Jordan Stetina®
Madison B Steward*

Davis Scott Suppes

Megan A Sydow*

David Lynn Tallant®®
Delaney Kalynn Tarpley" 25
Jackson Riley Taylor*
Janae L Taylor?

Trinidy Thompson*

Jordan E Thornsberry?
Margaret F Trovato"?

Jack Brennan Underwood
Kenneth George Van Doren*
Leah Ruth Vredenbregt
Zeyu Heather Wang?®
Meredith Reilly Wendling3
Trenton Joseph Wheeler
Abigail Marie White*

Ryan James Williams
Sherell Janiah Williams?
Taylor Marie Wilmore
Eileen Jean Wisniowicz?
Austin Ali Woods?
Austin William Wright?
Jia Wu*

Thomas Benjamin Young
Noah Edward Zahn3
Galen A Zavala Sherby* >
Sofia A Zeman*

Moy Zimeng Zhong*?®
Kaitlyn Lee Zoglmann Jenkins

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION

Elizabeth Marie Aber
Reagan Sophia Allen?
Mason Edwin Arneson?>
Savannah Elizabeth Arnold
Olivia Balkenbush
Elizabeth Rose Ballew?
Alphine Blessing Bangura*
Hannah Leigh Barnes?®
Alexander Louis Baynham
Sydney Elizabeth Bearden*
Mallory Greer Becker? >
Brooklyn Laura Behrends?
Jimena Benavides?
Sydney Lauren Berry
Hunter Thomas Bickel*
Caitlyn Rose Birt

Aaron Robert Black
Abigail Leah Blasingame®"2°
Anna Grace Bonderer?
Erika Jane Brandt

Allison Cole Brannan*
Jacob Thomas Brunsman*
Lauren Buker

Anna C Buturla?®

Julia Cia Canellis’?

Paige Marie Cannata*
Anna Christine Carpenter®
Elijah Brice Carter- Roberts
Grace Elizabeth Chapo?
Theodore Peter Chen?
Kemeng Cheng?

Collin Robert Clark
Annabelle Elizabeth Cook"? >
Anna Elise Cowden?
Sophia Mae Cummings®*®
Katelyn A Cupp?®

Kay M Dames?®

Kathryn Anne DeCamp*
Julia Ann Dehner'?

Elise Michelle Diesfeld?
Carson Quinn Dillick



Spencer Mitchell Doan
Lucas Zachary Dorrell®
Lillian Lucile Dozier
Delaney Elizabeth Ehrhardt?
Bayli Nicole Ellerman?®
Margaret Sally Evers?

Abe Britcher Fanning*
Ellen Elizabeth Fazzio
Caroline Elizabeth Fink?
Danielle Nicole Fischer?®
Jack Patrick Fischer#

Ann Marie Fitzmaurice®
Madison Rachelle Fleetwood*
Kathryn Elizabeth Freitag"2°
Caroline E Garrison

Elyssa Gerstel

Logan Ann Goulet"?
Brittany Marie Grim

Olivia Anne Haffner3®?°

Mia Angelina Hall®

Ann Margaret Haller*

Ollie Adair Hampton

Colin MacGregor Harrison*
Lillian Hartsig#

Isabella M Hatzigeorgiou?®
Madeline Margaret Hawes
Jillian Elizabeth Hayes*
Madeline Rose Hays
Kathryn Merceda Hertel®
Emily Grace Hickey"??>
Aubrey Lynn Hildebrand?®®
Olivia Mae Holler

Athena M Hood?

Anna Rae Hopper

Kyle J Hornik

Rae Hovorka?®

Meredith Anne Hutt*
Felicita Adrianna Irvin

Ana Grace Isaac

Isabella Grace Janney'?>
Megan J Jansen?®

Bryce Patrick Johnsen*>
Jonah S Johnson
Samantha Jo Johnson?
Gold Barizorge Kaanagbara*
Elena Elizabeth Karr
Henry Joseph Kasten
Abby Jo Kimball

Daniel Eric Knickmeyer*
Blake C Krah?

Olivia Sue Krueger*
Ashley Anne Lawton#

Kyle Thomas Leinauer
Sierra Elizabeth Lindemann
Haolan Liu3

Madeline N Loehr

Ericka Marie Loida
Michael E Long

Emily F Low

Grace Marie Maher?
Ashlyn Marie Mavigliano?®
Miracle Nicole Mays
Neeve Tate McMillin

Kate Elizabeth Michael"2°
Conor J Mills3

Meghan Luan Moeller
Evanna Z Momtaj"?
Adriana Gilda Montano*
Bailey Catherine Murphy
Madalyn Murry?

Keali Bea Myrick?®

Zaven Dikran Nalbandian Il
Daniel Anthony Napolitan
Anna Elizabeth Nastasi?
Matthew G Natole
McKenna Nicole Neef'?
Ayanna Pan Newhouse3
Preston Robert Newhouse*
Samantha Janel Novak?*
Samantha Marie O’Connell*
Megan Kathleen O’Leary*
Neima Omar

Alexandra Elise Orton#
Hannah Owens*
Cassandra Renee Pabst?
Prathithi Parasuram?®?2
Lukas Alexander Parrish?
Amanda Grace Pavic*
JohnHenry James Pelter
Paige Alisa Pieper*
Colette Alaina Pippin*
Jessica Ann Plzak

Abigail G Proffer3
Madison Jean Reade?
Abigail Grace Reazer*
Callie Marie Rebodos
Kyle Joseph Reeds
Samantha A Reeves*
Natalie L Renner?

Melina Ruth Ressler
Olivia Leigh Reynolds
Ashley Rae Richardson?
Racquel Reann Riebold*
John James Rintoul®
Peyton Rebecca Roberts?

Joshua Lawayne Tererayi Robinson

Margaret Rose Rogers?
Macy Rae Roper®
Amanda Catherine Rosser
Mia Rose Rugai*

Eden Marie Rutherford?
Isabella Kameha Saxton

Madyson Nicole Schuck! 25
Hannah Elizabeth Schuler#
Payton Nicole Schumacher
Sara Isabelle Scott#
Braedyn Ashley Sell

Claire Minton Sherburn
Anna Louise Sih

Harper Courtney Sinclair®
Sarah Ann Slas*

Mitchell John Hurst Small
Alexia Symone Smith?
Brenna Elizabeth Smith
Olivia Jilan Sommer
Ananditha Srinagesh?
Catherine Hannah Stallings
Rilee Maxwell Stapleton
Charlie Joseph Steenberge
Maggie Anne Stevanovich?
Cole Scott Stringer

Grace Isabella Swisher
Lexi Lynne Symonds?3
Sydney Michelle Taylor?
Madison P Thompson*
Evelyn Marie Trampe
Sabrina Tran

Zian N Trober?

Shelby Lynn Tucker

Sophia Winifred Tumminia#
Brittani L Turmo?®

Itanella Dominique Urgo
Lauren B VerBrugge?
Emma Cassidy Vernon*>
Sophie A Walding*

Emma L Wallace?

Madelyn Alaine Washington?®
Kali Ann Watts*

Aaron Waldean Wedel
Jessica Noelani Wedinger®
Evan Scott West®

Michael A Westphal®?
Madeline Elizabeth White
Gehazi Marquise Whitehurst?
Emily Claire Williams?

Lily T Williams" 25

Rebecca R Wolf?

Abby Quinn Woloss'?
Mary Margaret Wright?

Katherine Elizabeth Wyman" 2>

Thomas Jesus Zaffalon*
Alexis Margaret Zambrzycki®
Sophie Grace Zell>5

Sydney Elizabeth Zima*



THE JOURNALIST'S CREED

in the profession of journalism.

that the public journal is a public trust; that all connected with it are,
to the full measure of their responsibility, trustees for the public; that
acceptance of a lesser service than the public service is betrayal of this trust.

that clear thinking and clear statement, accuracy and fairness are
fundamental to good journalism.

that a journalist should write only what he holds in his heart to be true.

that suppression of the news, for any consideration other than the
welfare of society, is indefensible.

that no one should write as a journalist what he would not say as a
gentleman; that bribery by one’s own pocketbook is as much to be avoided
as bribery by the pocketbook of another; that individual responsibility may
not be escaped by pleading another’s instructions or another’s dividends.

that advertising, news and editorial columns should alike serve the best
interests of readers; that a single standard of helpful truth and cleanness
should prevail for all; that the supreme test of good journalism is the measure
of its public service.

that the journalism which succeeds best—and best deserves success—
fears God and honors Man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride
of opinion or greed of power, constructive, tolerant but never careless,
self-controlled, patient, always respectful of its readers but always unafraid,
is quickly indignant at injustice; is unswayed by the appeal of privilege or the
clamor of the mob; seeks to give every man a chance and, as far as law and
honest wage and recognition of human brotherhood can make it so, an equal
chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely promoting international good
will and cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism of humanity, of and
for today’s world.

The Journalist’s Creed was written by the first dean of the Missouri
School of Journalism, Walter Williams. More than a century later, his
declaration remains one of the clearest statements of the principles,
values and standards of journalists throughout the world. Plaques
bearing the creed are on display at the School, the National Press
Club in Washington, D.C. (since 1958), and many other locations
around the world.
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