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Opening Remarks 
	 Lynda Kraxberger, associate dean for Undergraduate Studies 

Playing of the National Anthem 
	 Columbia Community Band

Master of Ceremonies 
	 Harshawn Ratanpal, senior, Journalism

Presidential Address 
	 Mun Y Choi, president, University of Missouri 

Thoughts of the Class of 2024 
	 Shannon Worley, senior, Journalism

Commencement Address 
	 Jonathan Murray, BJ ’77

Kappa Tau Alpha Initiates 
	 Jeannette Porter, assistant professor

Global Programs recognition 
	 Fritz Cropp, associate dean

 Hooding of Honorary Degree Recipients 
	 Marcia Chatelain, BJ ‘01, BA ‘01 
	 Sarah Leen, BA ‘74

Presentation of Candidates 
	 Ron Kelley, associate professor 
	 Amy Simons, professor

 	 ■ Graduate Studies 
		  Earnest Perry, associate dean 

 	 ■ Journalism Professions 
		  Laura Johnston, professor and associate chair

  	 ■ Strategic Communication 
		  Jon Stemmle, professor and chair

Remarks 
	 David Kurpius, dean, Missouri School of Journalism

Conferral of Degrees 
	 Robin Wenneker, Board of Curators, University of Missouri

Recessional 
	 Columbia Community Band 
	

PROGRAM

When today’s program draws to 
a close, we ask that you remain 
in your seats until the platform 
party exits.



MARCIA CHATELAIN 
BJ ’01, BA ’01

SARAH LEEN 
BA ’74

ALUMNA SPEAKER 
Widely credited with inventing the modern reality television genre with 
MTV’s “The Real World” in 1992, Jonathan Murray, BJ ’77, has created  
and executive produced some of the industry’s most innovative, unscripted, 
entertainment television programs, including A&E’s Emmy Award winning 
“Born This Way, and he has earned additional Emmy Awards for the 
syndicated “Starting Over,” HBO’s “Autism: The Musical” and “Valerie’s 
Home Cooking” on Food Network.
In 1987, Murray partnered with Mary-Ellis Bunim to form Bunim-Murray 
Productions, which in addition to “The Real World,” went on to produce 
“Keeping Up with The Kardashians,” “Project Runway” and other popular 
unscripted programs. The company has also launched several critically 
acclaimed documentaries through BMP Films since 2007.
Murray serves as vice chairman of The Television Academy Foundation and 
on the board of the Local Journalism Project, a non-profit that supports the 
journalistic efforts of The Provincetown Independent newspaper. In 2012, 
he was inducted into the Television Academy Hall of Fame.

HONORARY GRADUATES
Marcia Chatelain, BJ ’01, BA ’01, is the Penn Presidential Compact 
Professor of Africana Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. Previously, 
she was a professor of history at Georgetown University and an assistant 
professor of African-American Studies at the University of Oklahoma.
Chatelain’s most recent book, Franchise: The Golden Arches in Black 
America, was awarded the 2021 Pulitzer Prize in History among many 
other honors. She is currently working on a group biography of the Black 
women featured at the 1963 March on Washington. 
She is a Harry S. Truman Scholar, a Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow, 
and a New America Eric and Wendy Schmidt Fellow. She holds bachelor’s 
degrees in journalism and religious studies from MIZZOU, as well as  
a master’s degree and doctorate in American Civilization from Brown 
University. 

In 2013, Sarah Leen, BA ’74, became the first female Director of 
Photography at National Geographic Magazine and Partners. She worked 
as a contributing photographer to the National Geographic magazine for 
20 years before becoming a Senior Photo Editor in 2004. In 2020, she 
co-founded the Visual Thinking Collective, a community for independent 
women dedicated to supporting visual storytelling.
Leen works with individual photographers, media and publishers 
consulting and editing award-winning visual projects, including the 2022 
and 2023 recipients of the Lucie Book Award for Independent Book. She  
is the photo editor of Ukraine: A War Crime by FotoEvidence, which was 
shortlisted for the 2023 Arles Historical Book Award, and she is the winner 
of the IPA Book Photographer of the Year.
She is on the Board of Advisors of the Eddie Adams Workshop, on the 
Board of Directors of the International League of Conservation 
Photographers, a member of the Lucie Awards Advisory Board, and an 
inductee into the Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame.

JONATHAN MURRAY 
BJ ’77



HARSHAWN SINGH 
RATANPAL 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Harshawn Singh Ratanpal is a radio and print journalist from San Diego, 
California, graduating with a bachelor’s degrees in journalism and economics. 
He has a passion for finding and writing stories that report the truth, hold 
power accountable and help people debate and appreciate their differences. 

Ratanpal knew he would attend the Missouri School of Journalism since he 
was in the 6th grade, and he's thrilled to continue working on campus as a 
KBIA producer through Report for America, where he covers environmental 
impacts on underserved communities. He attributes his success to his family's 
boundless support and said he will try ceaselessly to honor the sacrifices they 
made and mirror the tenacity they modeled.

SHANNON WORLEY

STUDENT SPEAKER
Shannon Worley is from St. Louis, Missouri. She is graduating with her 
bachelor’s degree in journalism with an emphasis in social and audience 
strategy, along with minors in social justice and entrepreneurship and 
innovation. 

During Worley’s time at the Missouri School of Journalism, she was 
involved with the Maneater, Vox Magazine, the Missouri News Network 
and Matchbook Marketing, and she represented the school in its fellowship 
partnership with the National Association of Broadcasters. After 
graduating, she will spend the summer in Dallas, Texas as the Audience 
Fellow at Dallas Morning News.



BACHELOR OF JOURNALISM 
Sireen Saif Abayazid3 
Komlavi Adissem3 
Noah Michael Alcala Bach    
Rylee Alden4 
Cassandra Anderson4 
Olivia Anderson2, 5

Ryan Barich    
Devon Christian-Anton Bidjou    
Campbell Lynn Biemiller4 
Rosemary Boswell3 
Aidan Christopher Boyd    
Ethan Burke    
Elizabeth Blaire Burton    
Adam David Busack    
Anastasia Clarice Busby3 
Andreas Dirk Busse5

Zach Calder4 
Sophie Victoria Carite    
Sophie Baumgartner Chappell4 
Cambria Clark    
Ashleigh Nicole Cochran1, 2 
Quinn Smithton Coffman5

Ethan Cole    
Izabelle Katerina Cool4 
John Patrick Copeland4, 5

Isabel Lauren DeBeer5

Richard Pierre Deutsch3, 5

Katherine Elizabeth Grace Devine4 
Samantha Dietel³ 
Camden James Doherty³ 
Lily Catherine Dozier⁵
Nevin Ford Dubinski² 
Mara Dumitru⁴ 
Emily Jenette Eller⁴ 
Kara Marie Ellis4, 5

Julius Caesar Evans III   
Kiana Fernandes3, 5

Athena Fosler-Brazil³ 
Addison Grace Fouts² 
Katherine Elise Gallaway3, 5

Sara Rose George2, 5

Dia Sala Gibbs    
Parker Gillam4, 5

Nickolas Keith Gladney    
Ava Solange Gough    
Grant Robert Green    
Aysia Michelle Grey    
Anna Viola Griffin    
Emily Anne Griffith3, 5

Ella Jane Haas⁵
Carson James Hanover    
Jaden Alexandra Harper    
Shaley Elizabeth Harper    
Jocelyn Heimsoth    
Kaylin Hellyer1, 2 

Grace Elizabeth Hervey4 
Dominique Hodge    
Emily Renee Hood1, 2, 5

Jack Horan4 
Ava Horton2, 5

Michael Langford Howie2 
Amelia Gabrielle Hurley3 
Jonathan Glen Jain1, 2, 5

Emmet McLean Jamieson2, 5

Julien Alexander Jensen    
Caitlin Anne Kane5

Ceilidh Olivia Kern1, 2 
Camryn Kesselring4 
Teagan King3, 5

Maya Sarojini Kitchens    
Jack Thomas Klassen    
Gillian Frances Garr Koptik3 
Lillian Elizabeth Laliberte4 
Shayleigh Marie Lawson4 
Abigail Nicole Lee4 
Meghan Lee3 
Ethan Bradley Levy1, 2 

Eleanor Dawkins Lin4 
Erica Renée Little2 
Caleb Jackson Logue⁵
Eric Ross Lovelace⁴ 
Ainsley Grace Lowther    
Emmaline Amanda Luetkemeyer³ 
Chloe Grace Lykken1, 2 
Isabelle Marak    
Joshua Margherita⁴ 
Jamie Maron    
Cam Medrano³ 
Sara Melanson⁴ 
Andrea E Merritt³ 
Molly Faye Miller2, 5

Nathan Cole Miller    
Mia Jean Montgomery1, 2, 5

Emma Jeanne Murphy³ 
John David Murphy² 
Aidan H Murray    
Gabrielle Mercy Nelson⁴ 
Vann Michael Noland    
Erin Leigh O'Connell    
Madelyn Marie Orr2, 5

Ethan David Paladino    
Payton Rose Palazzolo    
Grace Townsend Pankey    
Sarah Nicole Parisien⁴ 
Camryn Richard Payne    
Hailey Mackenzie Peck⁴ 
Chelsi Peter² 
Kyle Pinnell³ 
Leonardo Marcos Quevedo    
Leah Ashlie Rainwater    
Harshawn Singh Ratanpal² 

MAY 2024 DEGREE CANDIDATES
1 Kappa Tau Alpha Initiate
2 Summa Cum Laude
3 Magna Cum Laude
4 Cum Laude
5 Walter Williams Scholar

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Cory Wes MacNeil1
Indah Setiawati1

MASTER OF ARTS
Kristina Abovyan
Aaron Babel
Mallory Greer Becker
Alex Levine Bryant
Hope Anne Davis
Lauren Patrice Elliott
Julie Christine Freijat
Ezekiel Fuhrman
Grace Gilles
Amber Noelle Grigley
Wei Hua¹
Tessa Jagger-Wells
Eronie Kamukama
Grace E Kenyon
Caroline Elizabeth McCone
Moriah McDonald
Daniel Richard Mika
Cleo M Norman
Samuel Edward O'Keefe1

Alyse Pfeil
Paige Lawren Porter
Michelle Renee Morgan Quinn
Sharon Del Carmen Quintana Ortiz
Lacey Reeves
Madeline Kay McClain Rincon
Laura Yvonne Shimel1

William Clayton Steward
Megan Aileen Sundberg1

Clayton Johannes Vickers
Margo Marie Hill Wagner
Abigail Marie White
Lily Teagan Williams
Shelby L Wright



Charlie Recchia³ 
Molly Rhodes    
Sigal Ris5
Sarah Rubinstein⁴ 
Adam Runge    
Adam Campbell Ryerson    
Chiselwa Sandala    
Anna Marguerite SanFilippo    
Alexandra Mary Santini³ 
Michael Michelle Sapp    
Amy Schaffer2, 5

Faith Cordelia Schilmoeller2, 5

Benjamin Austin Schmidt⁴ 
Madilyn Elizabeth Schott    
Nicholas Denson Sheaffer² 
Ireland Marie Shelton³ 
Wendell Pierre Shepherd Jr⁴ 
Allyson Jo'Anna Smith    
Khalia Smith    
Natalie G Smith    
Lauren Spakowski    
Jane Margaret Steinbrecher⁴ 
Alexander John Stenman    
Bailey Ann Stover1, 2, 5

Konrad Kuba Strzalka³ 
Jacqueline Ann Sumida⁴ 
Kayla Simone Sydnor    
Savannah Nicole Taffe⁴ 
Kathleen Alice Taranto² 
Savanna Trivers2, 5

Jackson Valenti3, 5

Harrison Vapnek⁴ 
Stephen Edward Vierling Jr⁴ 
Kortay Phillip Vincent1, 2, 5

Gianluca P Vitale1, 2 
Braiden T Wade    
Hope Emmanuelle Washburn    
Ian Dane Wesselhoff2, 5

Jamie Lauren Joy Whitesell    
Reagan AmberJill Wiles    
Julia Anne Williams    
Kyli Williams    
Morgan Williams² 
Samuel James Wills    
Julia Grace Wilson    
Shannon Kay Theresa Worley4, 5

Christian Paul Wright⁴ 
Cayli Natsumi Hashimoto  
	 Yanagida3, 5

Colby Zak    
Zachary David Zeman⁴ 
Owen Hanson Ziliak2, 5

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION
Jiangchuan Ai³ 
Austin Frederick Albers    
Ernesto Mattiuzzi Alvarez    
Anna Elisabeth Anyfiotis    
Kolby Yusao Arimoto    
Katherine Ann Armbruster1, 2 
Daniel Joseph Austin⁴ 
Ella Rose Bacharier³ 
Audrey Frances Badgerow⁴ 
Kaitlyn N Bailey1, 2 
Jackson Cowles Baker    
Jenna Bartels⁴ 
Rebecca Elizabeth Bauer    
Claudia Belluomini³ 
Jillian Paige Betke    
Carson Lee Bierman    
Aaron Robert Black    
Lauren Reese Bohlmann⁴ 
Jacob Brase    
Gabby Grace Braswell    
Caroline Oakes Briscoe1, 2 
Audrey Brown2, 5

Joseph W. Brueck    
Owen Joseph Buescher    
Joshua Michael Bunten    
Conor Patrick Byrne⁴ 
Sharon Rose Callahan⁴ 
Thomas M Carrico II3, 5

Meredith Brynn Chavez⁴ 
Yu En Chiang    
Caroline Rose Chisholm1, 2 
Samuel Collins    
Madison Lynn Cook⁴ 
Cade Coons² 
Megan Riley Cooper1, 2 
Margaret Alyse Courtney1, 2 5

Claire Cramer³ 
Keelyn Rose Cranley³ 
Catarina Curcuru³ 
Alexandra Marie Dalaviras    
Elizabeth Phuong Thanh Dang³ 
Julia Mae Davis    
Kiara Jenae' Davis    
Geoffrey Carlos Dean4, 5

Haley Nicole Derdiger    
Sydney Claire Dixon² 
Carley Grace Donnelly    
Cydnee Christina Dotson    
Emma Marie Grace Dube    
Sydney Nicole Duenckel⁴ 
Leda Moselle Edwards    
Paige Ekstrom    
Alice Erdner    
Rylie Lynn Estes³ 
Jackson Stewart Estwanick³ 

Julia Michelle Foster³ 
Delaney Anne Fuller    
Sophia Jane Gabrielson² 
Jada Alysa Gales⁴ 
Sequoia Hall Gallaway⁵
Veronica Gawin⁴ 
Brette Megan Gershenson⁴ 
Makenzie Grace Glover³ 
Joseph Thomas Goodman⁴ 
Ryan Carol Gossick    
Malcia Taylor Greene    
Libby Rose Gregurich² 
Madeline Hall³ 
Morgan Hanson    
Brennan Paige Haralson⁵
Reese Addison Harms⁴ 
Lynne Harvey    
Mary Grace Hattrich⁴ 
Cole Heinisch    
Paige Helm    
Benjamin Andrew Henschel1, 2, 5

Ian Reeves Heyer    
Cailyn Grace Hickman⁴ 
Jennifer Ashley Higgason    
Emily Higginbotham    
Mia Carolyn Hollander⁴ 
Whitney Grace Hon⁴ 
Samuel Vincent Horner    
Sisi Hu⁴ 
Katherine Quinn Huber³ 
Matias Alejandro Huck    
Allyson Nicole Imhoff³ 
Brooke Anna Jackson⁴ 
Holly Jacobson³ 
Alexis Janeteas³ 
Sullivan Skye Jeffries    
Yilan Jin1, 2 
Sophie Christina Jones³ 
Elizabeth Grace Joplin⁴ 
Claire Elizabeth Jordon    
Elviira Fanni Matilda Junnila³ 
Holly Elizabeth Kauck² 
William Joseph Keller    
Morgan Jane Kendall    
Karlee Kent    
Jorna Elizabeth Flora Khan    
Austin Kinsey⁴ 
Katherine Elizabeth Klish³ 
Francesca Elizabeth Klosener⁴ 
Aidan Koch³ 
Courtenay Lyn Krause    
Zoe Stella Krause1, 2, 5

Jack Kunkel² 
Mary Clare Lacke³ 
Gianna Alexandra Lapasso    
Danielle Irene Laue4, 5



Jessica Lamond Peterson    
Blake Andrew Phillips    
Delaney Pierce    
Hannah Mae Pisani⁴ 
Henry James Politz    
Alyssa Lynn Pritchett    
Faith Ying Quist1, 2, 5

Jordan Emily Redell⁴ 
Emma Kay Reiser4, 5

Caitlin Elizabeth Reitz³ 
Presley Rene Reynolds⁴ 
Rachel M. Richardson    
Conor James Riggs    
Bailey Aiden Rizzo3, 5

Frank Roach⁴ 
Izzy Roberts    
Olivia Anne Roberts    
Ethan Robertson    
Brianna Leigh Rodgers-Stemmle    
Taylor Marie Roty² 
Valerie Rowlett    
Andrew Frederick Salmo² 
McKenzi Ann Salyers    
Jennifer Ann Sanders³ 
Beck  Schlatter⁴ 
Emma Nelson Schnitzius    
Margaret Schutt⁴ 
William Andrew Scott    
Samuel John Seppala⁴ 
Armand Joseph Shabany² 
Shanley Dae Silvey1, 2 
Jake Ryan Sirkus    
Thomas Elliot Graham Skillings⁴ 
Hailey Madison Skorik    
Elese Ann Smith3, 5

Jane Smith    

Sophia Kate Smith    
Alexandra Rose Elizabeth Sohl1, 2 
Isabella Sorice    
Tatum Faye Starr⁴ 
Maren Lee Stephens⁵
Madelyn Rose Stout1, 2 
Alaysia Stremel    
Sean Edward Stuart    
Shannon Elizabeth Sullivan³ 
Chuqiao Sun    
Lydia Jane Sutter⁴ 
Ayden Kathleen Swiney⁴ 
Chloe Lynn Tabing1, 2 
Emma Marie Tacchia1, 2, 5

Rachel Brooke Taylor    
Emily Tena⁴ 
Cassandra Tobin⁵
Elizabeth Paige Marie Trower1, 2 
Anastasia Irene Tryfonopoulos1, 2 
Lila Tulp    
Anna Ramsey Turnbull² 
Mirels Turnell    
Natalie Angela Tuttle    
Grace Marie Utlaut⁴ 
Ziyi Wei⁴ 
Dinah M West    
Grace Lauren Williams⁴ 
Emily Wilson1, 2 

Ryan Janai Wilson³ 
Micah Wright⁴ 
Xu Xu³ 
Dean Robert Youngblood⁴ 
Shiyu Yuan1, 2 
George Yurkovich    
Tyler James Zaffaro  

Ella Rose Laurent⁴ 
Joseph Raymond Leonardo    
Trevor Lee Lerit⁴ 
Sydney Lewis    
Claudia Linder1, 2, 5

Jacob Joseph Lussier    
Sofia Grace Lynch³ 
Meghan Elaine Maci³ 
Evan Manhas⁴ 
Cain Mata    
Ryan Mathelier    
Justin Mays    
Regan Elizabeth McGrath⁴ 
Madison Talbot Meyers1, 2, 5

Sean Paul Michaels    
Abigail Marie Milligan⁴ 
Quentin Matthew Moore    
Connor Lewis Mootz    
Abagael Carolyn Moriarty² 
Gwen Morovitz³ 
McKenna Nichole Morris    
Sophia Grace Mucilli    
Claire Michelle Muckerman    
Evan Hartman Naemura⁴ 
Gabrielle Marie Naucke    
Emily Nelson    
Matthew James Newkirk2, 5

Taylor Nguyen² 
Stephen Lynch Noha    
Amanda Lynn Nothstine1, 2 
John Nicolas Orantes⁵
Allison Reed Ortmann1, 2 
Samantha A Pashkow    
Jaclyn Paul    
Elizabeth Grace Pendleton³ 
Sydney Pearl Perry² 



The Journalist’s Creed was written by the first dean of the Missouri 
School of Journalism, Walter Williams. More than a century later, his 
declaration remains one of the clearest statements of the principles, 
values and standards of journalists throughout the world. Plaques 
bearing the creed are on display at the School, the National Press 
Club in Washington, D.C. (since 1958), and many other locations 
around the world. 

I believe in the profession of journalism.

I believe that the public journal is a public trust; that all connected with it are, to the full 	
	 measure of their responsibility, trustees for the public; that acceptance of a lesser 
	 service than the public service is betrayal of this trust.

I believe that clear thinking and clear statement, accuracy and fairness are fundamental 	
	 to good journalism.

I believe that a journalist should write only what he holds in his heart to be true.

I believe that suppression of the news, for any consideration other than the welfare  
	 of society, is indefensible.

I believe that no one should write as a journalist what he would not say as a gentleman; 	
	 that bribery by one’s own pocketbook is as much to be avoided as bribery by the 	
	 pocketbook of another; that individual responsibility may not be escaped by pleading 	
	 another’s instructions or another’s dividends.

I believe that advertising, news and editorial columns should alike serve the best interests 	
	 of readers; that a single standard of helpful truth and cleanness should prevail for all; 	
	 that the supreme test of good journalism is the measure of its public service.

I believe that the journalism which succeeds best—and best deserves success—fears God 	
	 and honors Man; is stoutly independent, unmoved by pride of opinion or greed of 	
	 power, constructive, tolerant but never careless, self-controlled, patient, always 	
	 respectful of its readers but always unafraid; is quickly indignant at injustice; is 	
	 unswayed by the appeal of privilege or the clamor of the mob; seeks to give every 	
	 man a chance and, as far as law and honest wage and recognition of human 		
	 brotherhood can make it so, an equal chance; is profoundly patriotic while sincerely 	
	 promoting international good will and cementing world-comradeship; is a journalism       	
	 of humanity, of and for today’s world.

THE JOURNALIST’S CREED


